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' Dany Texan Staff

. Opponents and watchdogs of the CLA:

Thursday: came-.to the defense.of:exs
: agent John Stockwell in a panel discus-:
" sion whiche! dealt the agenc " :

crxtxcxsm Bl .;
" Morton Halperm'.Sy. Hersh and John'
‘:Henry .Faulk -joined_ Stockwell.. 7105 ex-:
.change views~and “reasons- why" ‘each
;believes the CIA needs re-evaluation and

3 . g
h -_§Natxonal Secuntxw Studles centered his
- segment of the. hour-long discussmn on
‘the CIA’s effort to. keep the American’
._’public from knowing’ what is oceuring in
the United: States and of the illegal ac-
“tivities the CIA is involved in.. e
;::‘They(the“CIA) ‘now have” gomg .
three-pronged campaign which peop}e of
; this state (Texas) are at vario s-txmes
j ;nvolved in,”” Halperin said..: %
¢~ One prong of the €IA’s campaxgn isan’
; attempt’ to- *‘muzzle’’ former: officials;
‘like Stockwell, by suing those who mak
:CIA operatlons known to the ~hei

_)’ ]
" He' added however the CIA has sued’™
only its'critics; while others; ‘Tike Henry-
‘Kissinger; “who "have been  ¢lose “to™
;national security interests and disclosed”
" vital secrets;: have not been hounded by
iy :

unctions:that would prevent them from .
wntmg *anythmg -about :théw agency.
! without the agency’s permission. -
+u24This is an effort: to tryito i insure that"
; ' we (the Amencan public) will not in the *

future learn ‘as ‘we have- in the past,vh .

] 2 attempt to=
“amend the Freedom of Information Act-
regulatmg public access to mformatxon,
compxled by the’z agency, he noted.’**:*
.~Under -the#act;~ the- Church Commxs-~
sxon was?able-to* gain access to files” ]
; documenting CIA involvement in testing
fdrugs ‘on"unsuspecting " U.S."" citizens, ]
i despnt.e the agency’s claim that all ﬁles
ion this operation had been destroyed

» ‘d
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SCIA ‘Sen’Lloyd- Bentsen "D-Tex. and .
%House Majonty -Leader_ Jxm _Wright of ]
“Texas to establish criminal penalties for |
r‘:people who reveal. the names of CIA of-
-ficials' and CIA sources, because public
‘revelation of. agents’-names “would’ be

: Qprobect the names of ‘agents because}
“ they are already readily available, and.
.this -law-will~only stifle future:
_revelations about the!'CIA" because’

‘cluded in any expose on the agency. |
“w. *“A statute that prohibited pubhcatxon

-effect” and was intended to have the

~.the-*organization - ‘secret,, Halperm

» CIA “‘can in no ‘way: be restructured.’”

_ "and to suppress this kind of flexibility .
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““We've learned 'd ‘great’deal through

”the Freedom of Information Act about<~
| the way the CIA operates, about the way .
_thespress “operates,and*so-the CIA~
f’proposes “amending the Freedom of In-':
:formation act so that we can no longer

) get that: mformatmn,” he said.

- The. third “prong’is an’ effort bj the™

potentxally harmiul to the agent. " .~
“Halperin argued there-is no need to.

‘names of operation leaders must be i m—;

of information that;might reveal -the
- names~of - CIA_agents could have the:

-effect; of~ preventmg former CIA of-
‘ficials’ from not only giving out a"
specxfxc name;" but” from:‘also ‘talking
v about their partlcular expemence and
‘acti 1txes »> he said... .

Because of the CIA’s attempt to keep

I'v

~beliéves: the United. States ‘needs-:an
altematwe mdependent intelligence-
gathermg servnce ‘because the current:

Sy~ Hersh, The New:: York szesf
reportere who wrote ‘stories about the |
"CIA“and: catalyzed . the: -Church : Com-4
.mission’s “investigation of the CIA“in:
1975 ‘addressed the problems of keeping'
ithe’ "public informed. despite: CIA’
@regulatxons and. scare‘tactics; and the-
:personal-“courage . /it~ takes to_make |
revelatxons like the ones Stockwell has. B

“’*It’s such a pernicious, vicious little"
attack to suppress the First Amendment

*and freedom in our soclety that 1t’s Just 3
staggermg,” Hersh said.

2 Leglslanon such as’ amendmg the

FOIA and making it xllegal to publish thel
- :names of .CIA. agents, will suppress mﬂ
-formants -on: unproper CIA operatxons
Hersh saidz e o : 5
* He- compared such actmns‘ the
purges of Russia in the *30s under Josef
iStalin when people were afraid to speak
-against - the -government - for fear the:
‘state police would haul them away from
then’ beds: at night-~" - <~ % ST
“Theras-se much fear in an agency
hke (the: CIA) ‘that it is hard for- people
“to go- out: "It~ takes an unusual kmd of
courage to go forward,’”” he said. ”
~Hersh' asserted that. there is a very
“basic confrontation between the'First
’Amendment's protection of the. people
{and an orgamzatxon which-acts in full.
i secrecyfrom-the public.:  worgEe oyl
e . 'They.(the CIA) want to stop ‘the kmd ‘

‘ ,of _reporting'L thmk 13 basxcauy essens

~tial,” he saidi; .. i
. “Who would: these people (mfor-
mants) turn'to if there had been  legisla-
‘ tion like the CIA’S wet dreams now has
forwhat it wants,” he asked: =°% %
-Unlike'the rest'of the speakers, Hersh|
sa.d the-ageney .can work out’its
:problems. from within and believes it is
feasible.to have an effective intelligence
service ‘without the operatxonalitact:cs
now used by the CIA ... < Y
-John Stockwell, who i xs bemg sued b

the CIA for the royalties on his book. “In
Search of Enernies,”” said the CIA’ '3 ex-
-istence since its mceptxon after World
‘War II“has been only for - men ‘whe
wanted ' to* continue -in peacetlme the
‘atrocities they had performed under thc
“rules of wa o :
-~ *‘In'war you can do thmcs you can’t do
Jn peacetxme 2ou can kxll , YOu can arm;
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